
 

Squash Bees 
 

 
 

What are squash bees? 
 
 Squash bees are solitary bees. 
 

 They only collect pollen from 
squash and pumpkin plants. They 
use this pollen to feed their young. 

 

 Squash bees have one generation 
per year. They lay eggs in the sum-
mer, those eggs hatch and then 
overwinter as pre-pupae. 

 

 They build nests below the soil sur-
face where they lay their eggs. 

 

 In California, squash bees are active 
from May to September 

 

How to tell squash bees and 
honey bees apart 

 

SQUASH BEES 
 

                                          
 

 Legs are rounder and covered with 
dense hairs 

 Fly fast, especially when entering 
and leaving squash flowers 

 Carry dry pollen on entire hind leg 
 
 

HONEY BEES                 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Legs look flat and are less hairy than 
squash bee legs   

 Fly slower than squash bees when 
entering and exiting squash flowers 

 Carry moist pollen on upper hind leg 

    Why are native bees          
important? 

 

    There are many native bee species 
that pollinate crops. Some bee species 
are more effective at pollinating crops 
than honey bees. In addition, native 
bees can make  honey bees better pol-
linators. 
    Squash bees (Peponapis pruinosa) 
visit flowers earlier in the day than 
honey bees. If there are enough 
squash bees in a field, it is possible 
that they will pollinate all squash flow-
ers before honey bees are active. 
Some growers do not even rent honey 
bees because they have enough native 
bees pollinating their crop. 
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How to tell female and male squash bees apart 
 

         FEMALES               MALES 
                 

 Larger than males 

 Striping on abdomen is more red and orange                       

 Legs are covered in very dense hairs 
 No yellow dot on face 

 Smaller than females 
 Striping on abdomen is more black and yellow 
 Legs lack very dense hairs 
 Yellow dot on face  
 Will overnight in closed squash flowers. 

Best management practices for squash bees: Tilling practices can negatively impact offspring survival.—avoid deep tilling. Squash bees depend 
on squash and pumpkin. Grow some of this crop every year if you want to support this bee. 


